Front Cover: Coach Carmi Muskin reminding his players of the
importance of Sportsmanship / Derekh Eretz v’Khavod (Respect and
Honor), both on and off the court - on the sidelines of the Chicago
Bulls’ court at the United Center.

Back Cover: The Lady Red All Stars and Lady Blue All Stars
exchanging (“Good game!”) high fives as part of a sportsmanship line
on the Chicago Bulls’ court at the United Center.
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“Rabbi Gordon’s book celebrates the capacity of sports
to teach young players important values such as respect
for fellow participants, optimism, and a strong work
ethic. .. | gained so much from my experiences playing
sports in middle school, high school and college and was
glad to have a chance to read a book that frames the
value of sports in a moral and Jewish context.”
REBECCA YOSHOR

2014 NCAA leader (women & men) in rebounds per game;

featured in Faces In The Crowd (Sports lllustrated); Academic
All-America at Yeshiva University Stern College for Women

“Why do we love sports? For the action.

For the competition. For the stories. For the joy
of rooting as a community. And also for the
lessons. Games build character, and that’s a
lesson Rabbi James M. Gordon understands and
illuminates so well in this terrific book.”

JONATHAN EIG
New York Times best-selling author of Luckiest Man,
Opening Day, and Ali
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“Rabbi Gordon, a one-of-a-kind storyteller,
recounts in PRAY BALL 2!! stories about the
people he loves best: sports figures and rabbis.
Interweaving those stories with memorable
spiritual insights, he offers here a book that should
inspire students of all ages. The more people

who read and internalize the values taught

in PRAY BALL 2!!, the better our world will be.”

DR. JONATHAN D. SARNA
Joseph H. and Belle R. Braun Professor of
American Jewish History, Brandeis University

“PRAY BALL 2!! Spiritual Insights into
Sportsmanship is an extraordinary work,
masterfully blending Torah and Jewish
knowledge with American culture in an
accessible manner for students of all ages.”

RABBI DR. ZEV ELEFF
Associate Professor of Jewish History,
Touro College and University System; Chief Academic
Officer, Hebrew Theological College
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Spiritual Insights Into Sportsmanship
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